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All I was saying was that every Mem-

ber of the Senate knows the germane-
ness rule and everybody knows that, 
come whenever we invoke cloture, any 
amendment that is nongermane is 
going to fall. Then what is going to 
happen is, unless there is some con-
sensus for the amendment, it is simply 
going to be delayed until it is cut off. 

If what the Senator is saying is that 
if an amendment is relevant, if it 
would improve the bill, if it is not 
highly controversial, we ought to take 
it, I agree with that. Looking down my 
amendment list, there are not a lot of 
such amendments, but the ones that 
are there, if people want to bring them 
up, I am not going to oppose an amend-
ment simply because it is not germane. 

Mr. SARBANES. I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the previously 
agreed to Daschle for Biden amend-
ment, No. 4186, as modified, be inserted 
in the appropriate place in the bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. BINGAMAN. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate now proceed to a period for morn-
ing business, with Senators permitted 
to speak for up to 5 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from New Mexico. 
f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF JOHN 
WIRTH 

Mr. BINGAMAN. Madam President, I 
rise to give a few comments about a 
good friend of mine, John Wirth. On 
June 20, 2 weeks ago, the life of John 
Wirth, a great American and a citizen 
of my State of New Mexico, ended way 
too soon. His death brings deep sadness 
to his family, to his friends, and indeed 
to all of us who knew him and knew his 
important life’s work. 

John was an internationally ac-
claimed scholar in the history of Latin 
America. He taught at Stanford Uni-
versity for many years. His vision was 
for a more integrated world and for a 
Western Hemisphere in which countries 
work together for the common good of 
all. Many of his efforts were personal, 
and many of his efforts he pursued 
through the good works of the North 
American Institute. 

Several weeks ago, I heard former 
President Clinton describe the current 
circumstances that we confront in the 
world as a struggle between the forces 
of integration and harmony on the one 

side and the forces of disintegration 
and chaos on the other. Throughout his 
entire life, John Wirth was a leader in 
that struggle for world integration and 
harmony. He sought to understand the 
world in his travels and in his studies. 
He sought to explain it through his 
teaching and through his writing. He 
applied his very fine mind and good 
heart to every situation, every prob-
lem, and the result was one in which 
everyone could have confidence be-
cause of the judgment and thought he 
used. 

His vision, his commitment, his 
strengthen of character, and bedrock 
decency as a human being served his 
mission well. The world and all of us 
who knew him are poorer because of 
his death, but certainly richer because 
of his life. Our sympathy goes out to 
his wife Nancy, to their children, and 
to all of the Wirth family. 

I ask unanimous consent that imme-
diately following my remarks, the re-
marks of former Senator Tim Wirth, 
which were delivered at his brother’s 
memorial service in Santa Fe, be print-
ed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

JOHN DAVIS WIRTH—REMEMBRANCES OF MY 
BROTHER 

(By Tim Wirth) 
Thank you for being here, for coming this 

morning to help us—John’s family—and to 
help each other—John’s friends and col-
leagues and neighbors—his extended fam-
ily—as we try to soften the shock and the 
sorrow of his death. 

In recent years it has become customary to 
speak of funeral services as celebrations of 
life. 

And there was much in John’s life to cele-
brate, much of his life that we will hold and 
cherish in our lives for a very long time to 
come. 

But this morning I grieve not just because 
the was my older, much-loved brother, but 
because he was an exceptional man, a percep-
tive scholar and teacher and thinker, a vi-
sionary, quietly passionate, civic activist, 
and a devoted husband, proud father, and 
loving grandfather. 

John saw himself and all of us as citizens 
not just of the Southwest, not just of the 
United States, but of a diverse, unique com-
munity as big as a continent—as citizens of 
North America where he saw a future of re-
gional collaboration, a model for the world. 

He was working toward that future when 
he died. I think he had a very big book in 
mind, a capstone of an extraordinarily influ-
ential career. 

I grieve that he did not live to see the next 
stages in the process to which he had dedi-
cated so much imagination and energy. 

I grieve for a life cut off far too early. 
In what was supposedly the beginning of 

retirement, he was actually entering what 
were becoming his most productive and cre-
ative professional years. 

We cannot know what he have lost. We can 
be sure our loss is beyond measuring. 

I grieve for John’s three sons, Peter the 
community leader; Timothy the conserva-
tionist; and Nicholas like his father and 
grandfather, also a teacher of history. Each 
in his own way reflects his father’s deep pub-
lic service commitment. He was so proud of 
all of you, the choices you have made in your 
lives, the women you were fortunate to 
marry, the men you have become. 

Most of all, I grieve for his grandchildren—
for Alex and Elena and Charlotte and Zoe 
and for their brothers and sisters who have 
not yet entered the world that John has left. 
He had so much to give you—his love, his 
steady hand, his example. 

He loved the times he did have to share 
with you—as he had loved earlier times with 
Peter, Tim and Nicholas. He knew how to 
share the many joys he took from life, and 
the many gifts he brought to living. 

From your grandfather you already have a 
wonderful, special inheritance. Part of it is 
the joy he took in study and in the quest for 
excellence. 

Your grandfather valued hard work and 
discipline, and he was tough on himself, be-
cause being tough brought out the best in 
him—his four, first-rate books of Brazilian 
history, and the eight other volumes he co-
authored or edited. 

His focus, energy and discipline earned him 
many proud accomplishments, including 
being named Gildred Professor of Latin 
American studies at Stanford, and winning 
the prestigious Bancroft prize for excellence 
in history. Those qualities—focus, hard 
work, and discipline—will bring out the best 
in you when you take his example as your 
guide. 

Remember, too, the joy he took in fine 
writing—his own and others’; the joy he 
gained from music; his utter delight in the 
first run of a new ski season; and the days he 
spent matching wits with the wily trout. 

I hope you will share and carry forward his 
passion for nature and the outdoors, which 
will translate for you, as it did for him, into 
care for the beauty of our planet and for the 
danger that face our fragile environment. 

Of all the gifts he had and all the gifts he 
would have wanted to share with you as you 
grow up with his memory but without his 
presence, his enormous curiosity is the high-
est of his legacies. 

John always had to know why things 
worked, and how they connected. 

His curiosity was not idle. It drove him, all 
through life, to look deeply into any ques-
tion that animated him and to pry out the 
reasons behind history and to sort out the 
connections between past and future. And 
while it drove him, John’s curiosity often 
drove his family crazy—his stubbornness, 
sometimes misplaced enthusiasms—all curi-
ous, too! 

John had discovered himself as a historian 
when he was an undergraduate at Harvard, 
and then from teaching history at Putney. 
He originally planned to make Asian studies 
his specialty, and he decided to come back to 
the west—to Stanford—to become a scholar 
of the far east. 

However, the spring vacation of his last 
year in Vermont (before his first class in 
Palo Alto), he and Nancy took a vacation to 
Brazil, to stay with some of Nancy’s family. 
This proved to be a voyage of discovery, and 
it changed the course of his life. 

John became a modern explorer, not a con-
quistador hunting for El Dorado, but an in-
vestigator intrigued by a vibrant, complex 
culture and a land and people as full of possi-
bility as his own country. 

His scholarship evolved, from Brazilian 
history, to comparative studies within Brazil 
to regional economic studies in South Amer-
ica to trying to understand why some coun-
tries develop, and others don’t. As Susan 
Herter has told us, he ended up studying 
North America—Mexico, Canada, and the 
U.S.—and became the most distinguished 
continental scholar. 

His last book analyzed transborder envi-
ronmental problems, especially air pollution. 
In showing that cooperation could work, 
John used one central story—how the U.S. 
and Mexico had worked to clean up two cop-
per smelters on each side of the Rio Grande. 
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